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Environmental Protection Act 1986 
 

Hon Amber-Jade Sanderson MLA 
Minister for Environment; Climate Action 

 

MINISTER’S APPEAL DETERMINATION 
 

APPEAL AGAINST AMENDMENT OF CLEARING PERMIT 1918/7, 
WESTERN POWER PURPOSE PERMIT FOR PROJECT ACTIVITIES 

 
Purpose of this document 
This document sets out the Minister’s decision on appeals lodged under section 101A(3)(a) of the 
Environmental Protection Act 1986 in objection to the amendment of clearing permit CPS 1918/7.  This 
document is produced by the Office of the Appeals Convenor for the Minister but is not the Appeals 
Convenor’s own report, which can be downloaded from the Appeals Convenor’s website at 
www.appealsconvenor.wa.gov.au. 

 

 
Appellant: Wildflower Society of Western Australia (Inc) 
 

Permit holder:  Electricity Networks Corporation T/A Western Power  
 
Proposal description: Amendment of clearing permit CPS 1918/7 extends the duration of 

the permit by 12 months and includes an additional activity type 
 
Minister’s decision: The Minister allowed the appeal in part 
 
Date of decision: 14 December 2021 
 

 
REASONS FOR MINISTER’S DECISION 

 

 
The Minister received an appeal from the Wildflower Society of Western Australia (Inc) 
objecting to the amendment of Clearing Permit CPS 1918/7, which is a Statewide purpose 
permit authorising clearing of native vegetation for purposes related to the maintenance, 
development, and upgrade of the State’s electricity network.  
 
In summary, the appellant raised concerns in respect to transparency and public review, 
cumulative impacts, and environmental audits.  
 
Decision 
 
Having considered the information available to her, including the Department of Water and 
Environmental Regulation’s (DWER) response to the appeal and the Appeals Convenor’s 
report and recommendations, the Minister allowed the appeal to the extent that the permit 
conditions be amended to require the permit holder to: 

1. provide the full clearing impact assessment report when inviting submissions, including 

full reports of biological surveys or field assessments (with location data for conservation 

significant species omitted where necessary to maintain confidentiality). 
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2. respond to submissions, noting where changes will be made to the proposed clearing in 
response to matters raised in submissions.  

3. make the reports of external environmental audits publicly available within 30 days of 
submission of the reports to the CEO.   

4. arrange a final external environmental audit if the permit is due to expire before the next 
audit is due. 

The Minister otherwise dismissed the appeal.  The full reasons for her decision follow. 
 
Transparency and public review 
 
Under this ground of appeal, the appellant raised the following concerns: 
 

• The entire clearing impact assessment (CIA), including the full reports of any surveys 
and field assessments, should be made publicly available. 

• The permit holder should be required to provide a response to issues raised in 
submissions on CIAs and clearing proposals should be improved based on issues 
raised in submissions. 

 
The Minister understood that the permit requires the permit holder to invite public submissions 
as part of the environmental assessment process.  The Minister was advised that, when 
submissions are invited, the permit currently only requires results of surveys and field 
assessment to be provided in “outline” or “summary” form, rather than a complete CIA including 
full reports of the accompanying surveys and field assessments.   
 
For clearing permit applications assessed by DWER, complete information on the proposed 
clearing, including full reports of biological surveys or field assessments, is usually provided 
when submissions are invited.  The Minister determined that, for consistency, the conditions 
of the permit under appeal should be strengthened to make clear that the complete CIA should 
be provided when inviting submissions, including full reports of biological surveys or field 
assessments (with location data for conservation significant species omitted where necessary 
to maintain confidentiality). 
 
Cumulative Impacts 
 
Under this ground of appeal, the appellant raised concerns that incremental degradation is 
possible under the permit because there is no requirement to revegetate or to control weeds 
in disturbed areas of 0.5 hectares or less. 
 
The Minister was advised that, while in some specified circumstances the permit does not 
require submission of a Revegetation Plan for areas of 0.5 hectares of less, the permit 
nevertheless contains requirements for revegetation and weed control which apply to all areas 
of disturbance authorised under the permit.  The Minister was advised therefore that the 
appellant’s concerns are already addressed by existing permit conditions, and, on that basis, 
the Minister dismissed this ground of appeal. 
 
Environmental audits 
 
By this ground of appeal, the appellant sought for: 

• external audit reports to be made publicly available.   

• a requirement to be added so that, if the permit is to terminate before the next audit is 

due, a final external audit should be required. 
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The Minister understood that the purpose of the external audit requirements of the permit is to 
provide for independent review of the permit holder’s decision-making and environmental 
management practices.  Making the external audit reports publicly available will allow for public 
comment to support continuous improvement. The Minister therefore determined that the 
permit should be amended to require the reports of external environmental audits to be publicly 
available within 30 days of submission of the reports to the CEO. 
 
Finally, the Minister agreed that the permit should be amended to require a final external audit 
if the permit is to terminate before the next audit is due.  The Minister noted that this will ensure 
that independent audits are carried out over the whole life of the permit which is important both 
for regulatory compliance and for public transparency. 
 
Next steps 
 
The final wording of the changes to the permit will be a matter for DWER to determine in giving 
effect to the Minister’s appeal decision under section 110 of the Environmental Protection Act 
1986. 
 
 

 
Note: this decision is published pursuant to the terms of section 110 of the Environmental Protection Act 
1986 and regulation 8 of the Environmental Protection Regulations 1987.   
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